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diseased element of humanity, the slavish
herd. He thought that Christianity was a
glorification, a consecration of man's weak-
ness and not of his strength. But he mis-
judged it wholly. It is based in reality
upon the noble element in humanity, the
power of love and trust and unselfishness
which rises superior to the ills of life; and
the force of Christianity lies in the fact that
it reveals to men the greatness of which
they are capable, and the fact that no squalor
or wretchedness of circumstances can bind
the thought of man, if it is set upon what is
high and pure. The man or woman who
sees the beauty of inner purity cannot ever
be very deeply tainted by corruption either
of body or of soul.

Renunciation is not a wholly passive
thing; it is not a mere suspicion of all that
is joyful, a dull abnegation of happiness.
It is not that self-sacrifice means a frame of
mind too despondent to enjoy, so fearful of
every kind of pleasure that it has not the
heart to take part in it. It is rather a
vigorous discrimination between pleasure
and joy, an austerity which is not deceived
by selfish, obvious, apparent pleasure, but
sees what sort of pleasure is innocent,